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SUBJECT: LABOR/SECTARIAN UNREST MOVES FROM HYDERABAD 
TO KARACHI 
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1. AS HYDERABAD APPEARED SLOWLY TO BE RETURNING TO 
NEAR NORMAL CONDITIONS FOLLOWING STREET DEMONSTRATIONS 
PROTESTING BYE ELECTION RESULTS THERE REPORTED REFTEL, 

UNREST, BASED ON SECTARIAN AS WELL AS LABOR ISSUES, IS 
INCREASING IN KARACHI. 

2. ON JUNE 6, STUDENTS ORGANIZED PROCESSION IN CENTRAL 
KARACHI TO PROTEST BOTH RABWAH INCIDENT AND RECENT 
REPRESSIVE GOVERNMENT ACTIONS. PROCESSION WAS MET 

BY POLICE NEAR RADIO PAKISTAN BUILDING. WHEN STUDENTS FAILED 
TO DISPERSE POLICE USED TEAR GAS AND STUDENTS IN TURN STONED 
POLICE. ANGRY STUDENTS SPREAD OUT ON M.A. JINNAH ROAD AND 
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STONED AND ATTEMPTED SET FIRE TO QAISER CINEMA, WHICH GENERALLY 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


KNOWN TO BE OWNED BY MEMBER AHMAD YA COMMUNITY. 

STUDENTS, PROBABLY JOINED BY OTHER UNRULY ELEMENTS, ALSO 
BURNED GOVERNMENT-OWNED BUS IN SAME AREA. 

3. AS DISTURBANCE SPREAD EROM ORIGINAL STUDENT PROCESSION, 
MOB THREW STONES AT NEARBY READING ROOM OE AHMAYDA 
COMMUNITY. BOMB EXPLODED NEAR READING ROOM BUT 
WITHOUT SERIOUS DAMAGE. EIFTEEN PERSONS REPORTED IN 
VERNACULAR PRESS TO HAVE BEEN INJURED DURING POLICE LATHI 
CHARGE AND 20 MORE ARRESTED, SOME EOR ATTEMPTING SET 
EIRE TO QAISER CINEMA. OTHER UNRULY GROUPS REPORTED TO 
HAVE STONED BUSES AND ATTEMPTED TO DISRUPT TRAEEIC. 

4. STUDENTS WHO INITIATED ABOVE DISTURBANCES SEEM TO HAVE 
BEEN ACTING PRIMARILY IN PROTEST AGAINST DEATH OF SUNNI 
STUDENTS DURING RABWAH INCIDENT ALTHOUGH THEIR OTHER 
PROTESTS INCLUDE ALLEGED PPP MALPRACTICES IN HYDERABAD 
BYE-ELECTIONS, GENERAL SUPPORT OF TEACHERS STRIKING EOR 
WAGE INCREASES, AND THE ARREST OE STUDENTS IN PREVIOUS 
INCIDENTS. 

5. JUNE 7 PROMISES TO BE AN ACTIVE DAY IN KARACHI AS 

CITY REPRESENTATIVES OE SEVENTEEN POLITICAL, LABOR, STUDENT 
AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS, RANGING EROM JAMAAT-I-ISLAMI 
TA RIGHT TO MUTAHAIDA MAZDOOR LABOR FEDERATION ON LETT, 
HAVE CALLED FOR ONE-DAY GENERAL STRIKE TO OBSERVE "DAY 
OF PROTEST" AND WILL PROBABLY ATTEMPT TAKE OUT ILLEGAL 
PROCESSION WHICH WILL AGAIN MEET POLICE RESISTANCE. 

SEVENTEEN ORGANIZATIONS, ACCORDING KARACHI DAWN, ARE 
PROTESTING EXHORBITANT RISE IN PRICE OF CONSUMER GOODS 
AND HAVE CALLED UPON THE PEOPLE TO FORM ACTION COMMITTEES 
"IN COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES, FACTORIES AND CITIES FOR THE 
ACHIEVEMENT OF THEIR MINIMUM RIGHTS". ADDITIONAL DEMANDS 
INCLUDE REPEAL OF DPR, RELEASE ARRESTED STUDENTS, TEACHERS 
AND WORKERS; WITHDRAWAL OF FORCES IN BALUCHISTAN TO 
BARRACKS, AND UPY PERCENT REDUCTION IN PRICE CONSUMER GOODS. 
LEADER OF KARACHI JI, ASIF ALI, HAS WARNED BUS OWNERS 
NOT TO OPERATE TOMORROW SINCE EXCITED CROWDS MIGHT HARM 
BUSES. 
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6. MEANWHILE IN LANDHI-KORANGI INDUSTRIAL AREA, THE 
LANDHI-KORGANI LABOR ORGANIZING COMMITTEE (EKLOC) HAS 
CALLED FOR STRIKE OF INDEFINITE LENGTH STARTING JUNE 6 TO 
PROTEST ALLEGEQ IRREGULARITIES IN REFERENDUM TO CHOOSE 
LABOR UNION AT ADAMJEE TEXTILE MILL AND POLICE USE OF 
TEAR GAS AND LATHIS AGAINST WORKERS PROTESTING AGAINST 
THESE IRREGULARITIES. 
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7. COMMENT: APPEARS SEPARATE STREAMS OE LABOR PROTEST 
OVER RISING PRICES AND SECTARIAN BITTERNESS OVER RABWAH 
INCIDENT IN PUNJAB AND ITS PROVINCE-WIDE CONSEQUENCES, 

MAY BE COALESCING TO PRODUCE MORE TROUBLE IN KARACHI 
THAN WE HAVE SEEN HERE SINCE SERIES OE STRIKES BY WORKERS 
IN LANDHI AND SITE DURING FALL OE 1972. CLOSE KNIT 
AHMAD YA COMMUNITY IN KARACHI, ALTHOUGH NOT AS NUMEROUS 
AS IN LAHORE, HAS ACHIEVED SUFEICIENT ECONOMIC SUCCESS 
TO OEEER TARGETS EOR THOSE WHO WIQH TO INELAME SITUATION. 
NUMBER AND VARIETY OE THESE, AS SHOWN IN POLITICAL 
SPECTRUM OE SEVENTEEN ORGANIZATIONS REEERRED TO ABOVE, 

IS VERY WIDE. 

BRYANT 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ELECTION RESULTS, RIOT CONTROL, CIVIL DISORDERS, POLICE FORCES, STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS, LABOR DISORDERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 JUN 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: smithrj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974KARACH01241 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 44-0349 
From: KARACHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740670/aaaachzj.tel 

Line Count: 128 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: KARACHI 1230 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: smithrj 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 AUG 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 AUG 2002 by WorrelSW>; APPROVED <14 FEB 2003 by smithrj> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LABOR/SECTARIAN UNREST MOVES FROM HYDERABAD TO KARACHI 

TAGS: PINS, PK 

To: STATE ISLAMABAD 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



